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Prof with RSS link to be IIM-L director? 

Isha Jain,TNN | Jul 9, 2015, 01.39 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Lucknow/Prof-with-RSS-link-to-be-IIM-L-director/articleshow/47995169.cms 

LUCKNOW: After 16 months of dithering, the Union HRD ministry has reportedly zeroed in on three names for the post 

of director of IIM-Lucknow. TOI has learnt that the institute is likely to get a full-time director by July-end with the file 

now with the appointment committee of cabinet (ACC), headed by the Prime Minister. 

 

Sources revealed that the three names recommended by the search-cum-selection panel include IIM-L's Professor 

Bharat Bhasker of information technology and systems and Professor Shailendra Singh of human resource development 

and Professor VK Gupta of IIM-Indore's finance and accounting department. 

 

Prof Bhasker is also the "sah-sanchalak" of RSS' Lucknow unit. Senior RSS functionaries, who don't not wish to be named, 

say he has the task of motivating youth. 

 

The post of the director is lying vacant for the past 16 months after Prof Devi Singh's extended second term ended in 

September last year. Singh's second term had ended on March 9, 2014 after which he was given a six-month extension. 

 

All applications for the post of director were invited till January 24, 2014. However, the appointment was put on hold 

with model code of conduct coming into place due to the Lok Sabha elections. 

 

The BJP government at the Centre took the process ahead only for three months when it took charge in May. Then, in 

September, it scrapped the earlier process at a time when the search-cum-selection panel has already shortlisted three 

names. 

 

On September 9, 2014, MHRD had issued orders directing the senior most faculty member, Prof Rajiv Kumar Srivastava, 

to be appointed as interim director for a period of six months or till appointment of regular director or until further 

order Prof Srivastava's term expired on July 7. 

Bharat Bhaskar is IIM-L's new interim director  

Hindustan Times (Lucknow) 

Prof Bharat Bhaskar was named as the new interim director of the Indian Institute of Management, Lucknow 

(IIML) on Wednesday for a period of three months or till the appointment of a regular director. He replaces Prof 

Rajiv Kumar Srivastava who stepped down as interim director of the premier B-School on Tuesday, citing 

health reasons.  

Sources said that first Prof Yogesh Agarwal was contacted to take the additional charge because he was the 

senior most after Prof Srivastava. But after Prof Agarwal refused to take additional responsibility citing health 

reasons, Prof Bharat Bhaskar who was next in hierarchy was named as interim director. Prof Bhaskar 

specialises in information technology and systems.  

Prof Bhaskar who was in Noida, told HT that he had received an email and would come back to Lucknow on 

Wednesday evening. Sources said Prof Bhaskar was roped in only when Prof Agarwal turned down the offer. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Isha-Jain.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/City/Lucknow/Prof-with-RSS-link-to-be-IIM-L-director/articleshow/47995169.cms
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At one point of time, IIM-L management considered forming a committee comprising two deans and headed by 

a professor.  

Prof Srivastava’s decision of stepping down had deepened the administrative crisis in the business school and 

brought back into focus a series of controversies that have blighted premier higher educational institutions 

lately. But with Prof Bhaskar having taken the post for three months, the crisis has been defused at least for 

now.  

After Prof Devi Singh’s tenure ended in September 2014, Srivastava was given the charge of interim director 

for six months or till the appointment of a regular director. When the sixmonth term ended in March, he was 

asked to continue as it was expected a new director would be named by the end of June. But on July 7, he 

relinquished office.  

Fund crunch leads IIT-Patna to curb facilities  

Hindustan Times (Bhopal) 

From what was planned on drawing boards to execution of the project on ground, the Indian Institute of 

Technology, Patna (IIT-P), has had to curtail several facilities at its permanent campus in Bihta due to acute 

fund crunch.  

From what was conceived in its detailed project report (DPR), more than 50% funds have been curtailed. This 

has forced the institute to compromise on facilities like the girls’ hostel, lecture hall complex, auditorium, 

gymkhana, guest house, hospital, primary and secondary schools, an additional boys’ hostel and market facility.  

The library, which was to be housed in an iconic building, has now been accommodated in the administrative 

building itself. The two-lane campus roads of the academic and residential blocks have been reduced to single 

lane.  

The 250-capacity girls’ hostel has been the biggest casualty. As a result, the 100- odd girls enrolled now will be 

accommodated on a twin-sharing basis in B-type faculty quarters for associate and assistant professors.  

The boys’ hostel, with a capacity of 900, is also insufficient, given the fact that the institute already has around 

1,000 students for its undergraduate (B.Tech), post-graduate (M.Tech) and re s e a rch (Ph.D) p ro - gramme. 

Another batch of 200 undergraduate students will join in August. The IIT-Patna is looking at 2,040 students by 

2017 and 5,000 students by 2020.  

The IIT-P had sought an additional Rs 600 crore for completion of construction of the first phase. However, the 

ministry of human resources & development (MHRD) slashed it down to just Rs 100 crore for 2015-16.  

As per the initial DPR, the construction cost was estimated to be Rs 2,200 crore. With the Centre reluctant, the 

DPR for the first phase was revised to ` 560 crore from ` 950 crore, of which the Centre paid Rs 400 crore.  

IIT-P director Prof Pushpak Bhattacharyya told HT: “We had to curtail several facilities due to fund crunch. 

However, our classrooms, laboratories, hostels, administrative and residential sections are ready.”  

The funds, said sources, have been curtailed to fund new IITs at Tirupati, Raipur, Jammu & Kashmir, Goa and 

Kerala.  
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IIT-M to light 50 Rajasthan villages with solar power 

Jodhpur, Jul 7 (PTI) IIT Madras will light up 50 villages in Jodhpur and Jaisalmer districts using solar energy. 

http://www.niticentral.com/2015/07/08/iit-m-to-light-50-rajasthan-villages-with-solar-power-322307.html 

Jodhpur Power Distribution Company MD Arti Dogra today said 23 villages of Baap Panchayat Samiti in 

Jodhpur and 27 villages of Jaisalmer have been chosen for this pilot project. 

  Centre will be providing Rs 10 crore for this project, she said. 

  About 4000 houses in these villages would be provided electricity under this project using solar energy. 

The villages could not be provided electricity earlier as there was no power network around them, she added. 

  The project will comprise installation of a tubelight, a LED, one fan and a battery charger with the solar panel 

for each household, she said, adding there would also be a provision for installing solar panel in a cluster. 

  "These remote villages could not be provided with electricity as there was no power network around them," 

the MD said. 

  A group of three students of IIT Madras will survey the villages this week, after which the terms and 

conditions, including the cost of the project, would be laid down, Dogra said. 

Computer science, electrical engineering stay top choices of IIT 

aspirants 

Yogita Rao,TNN | Jul 9, 2015, 12.58 AM IST 

Mumbai: Computer science and engineering (CSE) emerged as the most popular choice for many of the 25,000 students 

who filled their choices for the 10,006 IIT seats during the first-ever joint seat allocation process this year. For the 990 

computer science seats across the 18 IITs, there were 2.07 lakh applications, making it an average of 209 contenders for 

every seat.  

 

Data released by the Joint Seat Allocation Authority after the first round shows electrical and mechanical engineering 

stand second and third on the students' list of preferences. Civil engineering is fourth. Since this data was not made 

available prior to the admission process this year, the popularity of courses cannot be compared to previous years. CSE 

and electrical engineering have been the top choices for at least a decade, say educationists.  

 

Ajinkya Mohgaonkar, Mumbai's second topper (with all-India rank 34) was confused between mechanical engineering 

and CSE, but finally settled with CSE. "I was keen on mechanical as I loved physics, but after consulting my brother and 

a few seniors, I decided to opt for CSE. It has a very good scope in future and the subjects are new to me. I will enjoy 

learning the programming language."  

 

A professor from IIT-Bombay, the organising institute for JEE (Advanced) this year, said CSE's popularity is purely due 

to the placement opportunities available. "The best of the lot choose computer science, and they get picked for the best of 

the jobs. It's a circle. If good students start choosing other courses, the placement opportunities may get better there too."  

 

Another professor pointed out that IT-enabled sectors are growing and they need infrastructure. "A lot of research is 

required and we need graduates to contribute to the sector," he added.  

 

If absolute numbers are taken into account, more students applied for mechanical engineering (2.06 lakh), but since there 

http://www.niticentral.com/2015/07/08/iit-m-to-light-50-rajasthan-villages-with-solar-power-322307.html
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Yogita-Rao.cms
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are 1,172 seats available, each had 176 candidates vying for it. On the contrary, fewer applications were received for 

electrical engineering (1.97 lakh), but with 1,082 seats, the number of students vying for each of these seat was 182, 

making it the second best choice with students. There are 970 seats available in civil engineering and 153 students applied 

for each of them, taking it to the list of top four student choices.  

 

Mechanical engineering is an evergreen choice. While other trends keep changing, the job opportunities in mechanical 

engineering remain. Civil engineering, professors claim, could be an emerging trend as there are a lot of infrastructure 

projects coming up. 
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